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August 4, 20600

Voice of the PPeople
Imperial Valley Pross

Dcar Editor:

The Cal-Fext plan currently being proposcd would remon ¢ trom production neaeiy a
quarter ot a million acres of California lannland. Cal-Fed calls that “unavardable™ Bun
it can and should be avoided. and Cal-'ed should look narder for ways to reduge
farmland lossces.

Even though 1t waould atfect water supplics and land use throvghour much of California.
the Cal-Fed Bay-Dclta Program wants to tinaiize its plan without more pubic hearings.
Cul-Fed released its final enviroamentul repont last month and madce hitle elfort 1o et
peaple conmment on it

Those of us in the Impenial Valley know all to well the far-reaching imphicabions of land
retirement { fallowing). We should all be concerned about this Jdungerous, governimental
mntervening precedent.

Cal-Fed is promoting this plan under the cuspices of environmental mittgation for the
Ray-Delta  Buw this shostsighied plan does not recognize sgriculture as an impaortant
natural resource that teeds people, provides jobs and wildiite hahintt simultaneousiy,

Cal-Fed must also recognize the need for water storage with adequate vicld, That water
will help sustain the environment in dry years. Otherwise, Cal-Fed will simply tahe the
water away from farms, making the effect ol droughts even more severe.

The Imperial Vallev must not be naive i thinking we would be exempt i any such plan.
People only have until Aug. 21 to let Cal-Fed hnow what they think of its pians. Wiite 10
Cal-Fed at 1416 Ninth SL., Suitc 1155, Sacramento, CA 95814, We would be happy te
assist. .
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Eaccutive Ditector
Imperial County Farm Rureau
Imperiat Valley Veuctable Growers Assn.
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